
Pinball Wizard
This is the Woodstock Version from The Kids Are Alright

The Who
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* see bottom of page for alternate fingerings,
Pete uses his thumb for the bass - strum pattern
is down & up 16th notes, hit the accents
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12 13

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
7

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

7
6

5

Asus4

5

A
From Soho . . . 

14 15



3/9

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
5

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

5
4

3

Gsus4

3

G
Ain't seen nothing like him . . . 
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That deaf dumb and blind Sure plays a mean pinball
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Repeat Verse & Tag
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He's a Pinball Wizard . . . Has to be a twist
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How do ya think . . . I don't know . . .
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What makes him so . . . Good . . . Repeat Verse & Chorus
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Even on my favorite table
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Disciples lead him in . . . He just does the rest . . . .
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Crazy flipper fingers . . . Never seen him fall . . . 
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Some notes on playing this well Technique involved

7

Bsus4

The chords I wrote out are how Pete Townshend plays it,
He uses his thumb for the bass notes and mutes the rest
It can be difficult to play this way especially if you
have short fingers like I do. 

You need to mute the open A string with your thumb as well as the 
adjacent finger. You mute the open B and E strings with the meaty
part of your lower fingers. The trick is to get them all to ring out.

46 47

7

9
9

7

9
8

Alternate Fingering

7

Bsus4

7

B

It's pretty simple, you replace your thumb with 
your first finger instead of thumb but still have to 
mute the open and unwanted strings. Takes some practice
but did you really thing this was gonna be easy?
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X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Notes on strumming
The basic strum pattern is down & up 16th notes. That's 4 strums every beat.
You MUST alternate all of them. It would be wise to just practice this 
strum either on these chords or any chord.
Try it with just muted strings
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More notes on strumming
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The key to getting this to sound correct is in the accents.
Those little bold "V" icons are musical notation for accent.
It means you play it louder. Practice with really loud accents
to get a feel. Really exaggerate it. Keep the down and up strumming
consistent throughout. Start VERY slow and make sure
the accents are on the correct beat. Don't get frustrated, you will 
probably suck at first. You must be willing to suck to ultimately
succeed!
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Muted Strings with Accents
Try this with muted strings, alternate every strum but 
MAKE SURE TO HIT THOSE ACCENTS
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